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Excellencies, 
Distinguished Delegates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is a great pleasure to address this august gathering, in my capacity as the Chair of the twenty first session of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF21). I would like to begin by expressing my sincere appreciation to the Agency for Increasing Forests and Green Areas and Combating Desertification of the National Committee on Ecology and Climate Change of the Republic of Uzbekistan for organizing this International Forum on “Dialogue for Sustainable Green Development: Investing in a Shared Future”. The theme of this International Forum resonates strongly with the theme of the 2026 International Day of Forests, “Forests and Economies.” 
Dear Colleagues,
Forests play key role in advancing three socioeconomic and environmental pillars of sustainable development.  
The products and services provided by forests are key for socio-economic development and environmental protection of all countries and societies. However, forests values and significance remain underestimated. More than 1.6 billion people depend on forests for subsistence, income or employment. The forest sector employed, as their main job, at least 42 million people globally in 2022, accounting for about 1.2 percent of total global employment. Global trade in forest products reached nearly USD 486 billion in 2024, while trade in non-wood forest products is estimated at around USD 25 billion. In many low-income countries, forests contribute a higher share of GDP than in wealthier economies — yet these contributions often remain insufficiently reflected in national accounts and investment decisions. Governments and partners need to work together to better recognize the full economic, social, and environmental value of forests in policy and investment decisions.
Given the wide spectrum of services and contributions provided by forests, and their significance for addressing global challenges of climate change, biodiversity loss, and land degradation, it is critical to work together to bridge the forest finance gap, and to make this as a priority area of action for the international community. Global investment in forests in 2023 stood at approximately USD 84 billion annually, far below the estimated USD 300 billion per year required to meet biodiversity and land degradation targets by 2030. This leaves an annual financing gap of USD 216 billion. Closing this gap will require strengthened international cooperation, increased public finance and innovative mechanisms such as carbon markets, biodiversity credits and blended finance. 
Similarly, it is important to promote regional collaboration, including among Central Asian countries to exchange their scientific knowledge and expertise, as well as experience on the protection of forest/plant covers. In this respect, it is important to note that several Central Asian countries, including Uzbekistan have valuable experience in managing their forests, and plant covers in arid and semi-arid conditions, which is a challenging task. The work being undertaken here — including initiatives such as the RESILAND CA+ project and national afforestation programs — contributes directly to addressing land degradation and strengthening climate resilience. In addition, Institutions like Central Asian University of Environmental and Climate Change Studies advances interaction of science, policy and practice in support of sustainable land and forest management.
Distinguished Participants,
The discussions during this International Forum, particularly the economic value of forests, innovative approaches to forest finance, and the experiences of countries managing forests under dryland conditions — are highly relevant to the work of the UN Forum on Forests, and the upcoming twenty-first session of the UN Forum on Forests. The session, to be held from 11 to 15 May 2026 at United Nations Headquarters in New York, will provide an opportunity for Member States to further advance contribution of forests to sustainable development and economic resilience. I warmly encourage participating countries and organizations to bring the experiences and perspectives from this International Forum into that global discussion.
I wish this Forum every success and look forward to the discussions ahead.
Thank you!



