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H.E. Mr. Aziz Abdukhakimov,
Advisor to the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Environmental Issues
and Chairman of the National Committee for Ecology and Climate Change,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Janobi oliylari,
Hurmatli delegatlar,
Xonimlar va janoblar,
It is a great pleasure  for me to address this International Forum in my capacity as Chair of the Bureau of the United Nations Forum on Forests.
I am also particularly pleased to see Madame Juliette Biao, Director of the UNFF Secretariat, here with us today, and I would like to extend to her my warmest greetings.
Over the past four years, we have worked in very close and highly productive cooperation. While my tenure as Chair of the Bureau will come to an end on 15 May 2026, I am confident that under her continued leadership, the Secretariat will carry forward its important work with strength and continuity together with the newly elected Bureau.
At the outset, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the National Committee for Ecology and Climate Change of the Republic of Uzbekistan, the Agency for Forest and Green Zone Expansion and Desertification Control, and the Central Asian Green University for hosting and organizing this important International Forum in Tashkent.
On this occasion, I would also like to warmly greet all my dear colleagues and friends present here today, as well as those joining us remotely. I am truly pleased and honored to be among friends and colleagues, and I wish this Forum every success and meaningful outcomes.
Distinguished colleagues, dear friends,
Hurmatli hamkorlar, aziz do‘stlar
The theme of this Forum — “Dialogue for Sustainable Green Development: Investing in a Shared Future” — is not only timely, but also highly strategic. It strongly aligns with the global agenda we are advancing within the United Nations Forum on Forests, and reflects a growing recognition that:
👉 Forests are not only environmental assets — they are strategic pillars of economic resilience, social stability and sustainable development.
Forests play a critical role in advancing all three pillars of sustainable development: economic, social and environmental.
· More than 1.6 billion people depend on forests
· The forest sector provides employment to over 40 million people globally
· Global trade in forest products has reached hundreds of billions of dollars annually
And yet:
👉 Forests remain undervalued in economic systems and underfunded in policy priorities.
At the same time, forests are at the center of global crises:
· Climate change
· Biodiversity loss
· Land degradation
· Desertification
· Water stress
This is especially evident in Central Asia, where:
👉 More than 60% of land is affected by desertification processes
👉 Climate change impacts are above global averages
👉 The Aral Sea crisis has created transboundary ecological challenges
These realities clearly demonstrate that:
👉 Fragmented approaches are no longer sufficient.
👉 Integrated, regional and system-based solutions are essential.
FOREST FINANCE AND TRANSFORMATION NEED
One of the most critical issues we face today is forest finance.
· Current global forest investment: ~USD 84 billion/year
· Required investment: ~USD 300 billion/year
· Annual gap: ~USD 216 billion
👉 This is not a small gap — it is a structural gap.
Closing this gap requires:
· Stronger international cooperation
· Public finance mobilization
· Innovative financial mechanisms
Including:
👉 Voluntary carbon markets
👉 Emissions Trading Systems (ETS)
👉 Biodiversity credits
👉 Blended finance models
In this context, Uzbekistan stands out as a particularly relevant example. 

UZBEKISTAN: A COUNTRY WITH VISION AND MOMENTUM
Ladies and Gentlemen,
I am here today not only as Chair of UNFF, but also as a forestry expert who has been actively working in Uzbekistan and Central Asia in recent years.
And I would like to state very clearly:
I truly appreciate and respect the vision of the Government of Uzbekistan.
What makes this vision particularly remarkable is that it is not only political — it is firmly anchored in a coherent and progressively evolving policy and institutional framework.
At the strategic level, the adoption of the Strategy “Uzbekistan – 2030”, approved by Presidential Decree No. DP-158 (11 September 2023), defines clear and quantified national targets for afforestation, landscape restoration, climate adaptation, and biodiversity conservation.
🔗 https://lex.uz/docs/6600404
This strategic vision has been translated into concrete implementation mechanisms through the State Program for the Implementation of the Strategy “Uzbekistan – 2030” in the “Year of Environmental Protection and Green Economy”, adopted by Presidential Decree No. DP-16 (30 January 2025).
🔗 https://lex.uz/docs/7375421
At the same time, the nationwide “Yashil Makon” (Green Space) national programme, further strengthened by Presidential Decree No. DP-90 (30 May 2025), has transformed afforestation into a continuous, large-scale national programme rather than a campaign-based effort.
🔗 https://lex.uz/docs/7557216
Importantly, Uzbekistan has also moved beyond policy formulation to implementation and investment.
Through the project “Restoration of Resilient Forest Landscapes in Uzbekistan”, implemented under Presidential Resolution No. PP-140 (27 March 2024), the country has anchored large-scale landscape restoration through international financing and technical cooperation.
🔗 https://lex.uz/en/docs/7568692
This is complemented by Presidential Resolution No. PP-197 (30 May 2025), “On measures for organizing the activities of the Agency for Afforestation and Expansion of Green Areas and Combating Desertification”, which has significantly strengthened the institutional architecture of forest and landscape restoration.
🔗 https://lex.uz/en/docs/7553637
Timeline of Uzbekistan’s Forestry and Green Development Policy Framework (2023–2025)
Legend:
· DP = Presidential Decree (policy direction and strategic framework) 
· PP = Presidential Resolution (implementation and institutional mechanisms) 
	Date
	Decree / Resolution No.
	Instrument / Programme
	Link

	11 September 2023
	DP-158
	Uzbekistan – 2030 Strategy
	https://lex.uz/docs/6600404

	27 March 2024
	PP-140
	Restoration of Resilient Forest Landscapes in Uzbekistan
	https://lex.uz/en/docs/7568692

	30 January 2025
	DP-16
	State Program for the Implementation of Uzbekistan – 2030 Strategy (Year of Environmental Protection and Green Economy)
	https://lex.uz/docs/7375421

	30 May 2025
	DP-90
	Yashil Makon (Green Space) National Programme
	https://lex.uz/docs/7557216

	30 May 2025
	PP-197
	Institutional Framework for Afforestation and Desertification Control Agency
	https://lex.uz/en/docs/7553637


Taken together, these instruments demonstrate a clear and structured policy logic:
• Strategy defining long-term vision and targets
• National programmes ensuring scale and continuity
• Implementation frameworks translating policy into action
• Investment projects mobilizing finance and technical capacity
• Institutional reforms ensuring governance and sustainability
👉 This is not a fragmented approach — it is a system under construction.
Therefore, the “Green Uzbekistan / Yashil Makon” vision should not be seen as a campaign.
👉 It represents a long-term national transformation strategy, supported by policy coherence, institutional strengthening, and investment frameworks.
This vision is further reinforced by:
• Uzbekistan’s constructive regional cooperation
• Its openness to international partnerships
• Its active engagement in global platforms such as UNFF
From my direct observation, I can confidently say:
👉 Uzbekistan is not only implementing projects — it is building a system.
When these Presidential Decrees and Resolutions are assessed together, a clear strategic pattern emerges.
Uzbekistan is not approaching forestry, afforestation, or landscape restoration as isolated environmental interventions.
Instead, it is positioning them as core components of a broader national development model that integrates:
· environmental protection
· climate resilience
· land and water management
· rural livelihoods
· and green economic transformation
What distinguishes this approach is not only ambition, but policy coherence and sequencing.
The country has moved in a structured way:
· first, defining long-term national priorities through the Uzbekistan–2030 Strategy;
· then, translating these priorities into national programmes and implementation frameworks;
· simultaneously mobilizing international financing and technical cooperation;
· and finally, strengthening the institutional architecture required for delivery at scale.
👉 This reflects a transition from policy ambition to system-based implementation.
In this sense, Uzbekistan is not only expanding its forest resources —
👉 it is building a multi-dimensional landscape restoration and green development system.
QUANTIFIED NATIONAL COMMITMENTS
This strategic approach is supported by a set of highly ambitious and clearly defined numerical targets.
At the national level, Uzbekistan has committed to:
Forestry Development Targets – From Production to Impact
	Stage
	Key Targets

	1. Production (Seeds & Seedlings)
	• 200 million seedlings annually 
• +840 tonnes seed production

	 2. Implementation (Afforestation & Restoration)
	• 600,000 ha climate-protective green areas 
• 2.6 million ha restored (incl. 600,000 ha Aral seabed) 
• 26,200 ha protective forest plantations

	3. Outcomes (Forest & Green Area Expansion)
	• Forest area expanded to 6.1 million ha 
• Green areas increased to 30% 
• Protected areas expanded to 12%

	4. Delivery Mechanism (RESILAND CA+ Project)
	• 226,500 ha under sustainable management 
• 500,000 beneficiaries (150,000 women) 
• 300,000 tCO₂e/year emission reduction



Institutional Mandate the Agency for Afforestation, Expansion of Green Areas and Combating Desertification under Presidential Decree PF-90 (30 May 2025)
At this stage, it is important to underline that the transformation outlined above is not limited to policy targets alone, but is supported by a clearly defined institutional mandate.
Under Presidential Decree No. PF-90 dated 30 May 2025, entitled
“On measures to consistently continue reforms in the forest management system and expand green areas within the framework of the national project ‘Green Space’”,
the Agency for Afforestation, Expansion of Green Areas and Combating Desertification has been entrusted—through its Annex—with the implementation of a comprehensive set of 46 tasks.
👉 These tasks cover the entire forestry value chain, from
policy development → seed and nursery systems → afforestation and restoration → digitalization → international cooperation
👉 In this context, even activities such as this Forum (Task 46) are not standalone events, but part of a broader, system-wide transformation process.
	1. Development of the draft "Forest Code" of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 
2. Development of a regulation on the Forest Agency. 
3. To implement a project to create a "Green Belt" around Tashkent in order to improve the ecological situation in Tashkent and protect the population from the harmful effects of dust and sandstorms. 
4. Improving the organizational and management system of regional forestry enterprises. 
5. To establish a "Directorate for the Creation of Forests and Green Areas" under the Forest Agency in order to establish "green parks", "green public parks", "green belts", "green covers" and forests, implement irrigation systems and ensure the targeted use of allocated funds within the framework of the "Green Space" nationwide project. 
6. Submit to the Cabinet of Ministers a draft regulatory legal act providing for the right of the Forestry Research Institute to issue scientific opinions. 
7. Development of a draft regulatory legal act providing for amendments and additions to legislative acts regulating the system of transplanting trees and shrubs that are not included in the state forest fund. 
8. Development of a draft Government Resolution on the establishment of the Sokh State Forestry Enterprise in the Fergana region. 
9. Specialization and revision of the regulations of 18 state forestry enterprises in the Forest Agency system, organization of seed and seedling bases in the "science - project - practice" chain. 
10. Approval of the organizational and business plan of forestry enterprises specializing in tree plantations. 
11. Develop a "roadmap" every two years for the development of the forestry system in the Republic of Uzbekistan until 2030. 
12. Increase forest cover to 4.1 million hectares or 9.07 percent. 
13. Establishing tree irrigation systems using water-saving technologies. 
14. Take measures to prevent possible violations and fires in forests. 
15. Preparation of 1.5 thousand tons of tree and shrub seeds. 
16. Cultivation of a total of 126 million seedlings and seedlings in accordance with soil and climatic conditions. 
17. Implementation of afforestation and restoration measures on a total area of 253 thousand hectares in the forest fund territories. 
18. Creation of 2.7 thousand hectares of protective (enclosure) forestlands on forest fund lands. 
19. Planting tree and shrub seedlings using the "terrace" method on an area of 500 hectares of mountainous and foothill areas. 
20. To increase the level of greenery in the republic to 14.1 percent. 
21. Taking measures to create 257 green parks in the regions. 
22. Creation of green gardens and green public parks as part of the "My Garden" projects. 
23. Improving the system of care for seedlings planted in districts (cities) within the framework of the national project "Green Space". 
24. Planting and maintaining saplings along the paths by forestry companies in the "Shady Promenade" program. 
25. To create 250,000 hectares of "green cover" in the Aral Sea regions, including 115,000 hectares on the dried-up bottom of the Aral Sea. 
26. Increase honey production in forestry. 
27. By selecting project and contracting organizations through electronic tendering ("e-tender" platform):
Design and construction of infrastructure facilities for the creation of halophyte gardens in the desert areas of Nukus, Karakul, Mubarak districts and Navoi region;
Establish and build an "in-vitro" laboratory to propagate introduced ornamental and fruit tree and shrub species that are difficult to propagate from seeds and cuttings;
In 2025, under the program for organizing sanitary cleaning and ensuring cleanliness in settlements, recultivation and covering of solid waste landfills with a layer of soil, as well as construction of buildings and structures necessary for the reloading station and provision of appropriate engineering communication networks;
To create additional conveniences for foreign and local tourists in accessing tourism facilities, to control the cleaning of various types of waste and to increase state monitoring of the natural environment, to convert the building located at 32 Gulzor Street, "Dostlik" neighborhood of Khiva into a Situation Center building. 
28. To issue an electronic cadastral passport for each state forestry enterprise in the Forest Agency system. 
29. Establish plantations of medicinal and food plants on an area of 2,986 hectares and increase the volume of raw material production to 3,342 tons. 
30. Establish a laboratory for certification and standardization of medicinal plant raw materials and products obtained from them within the Scientific and Production Center for Cultivation and Processing of Medicinal Plants under the Forest Agency. 
31. Planting trees and shrubs in the border areas of Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and the Kyrgyz Republics in the Uzbek district of Fergana region. 
32. At the request of the Ministry of Ecology, Environmental Protection and Climate Change, the funds necessary to pay the Republic of Uzbekistan's membership fees for international treaties and international organizations should be included in the forecast parameters of the State Budget. 
33. Development of new technological maps for forest establishment. 
34. To study the condition of existing pastures and develop maps of pasture areas based on GIS programs in order to increase their efficiency. 
35. Implementation of pilot projects on degraded, agriculturally abandoned, pasture and saline lands. 
36. Systematically establish the training of scientific and scientific-pedagogical personnel in the field of forestry. 
37. Establishing a genetic seed bank (gene bank). 
38. Develop the training of personnel with academic degrees and establish a specialized scientific council. 
39. To provide the forestry sector with young and modern-minded qualified specialists. 
40. Development of agrotechnology for medicinal plants, taking into account the soil and climatic conditions of the regions. 
41. To unite the central office of the Agency and regional forestry enterprises by improving the Stat.urmon.uz system. 
42. Create a catalog containing information about trees and shrubs planted in nurseries. 
43. Develop an interactive map that displays areas where new green spaces and forests will be created. 
44. Organizing tree planting events under the slogan "Breath for the Future". 
45. Establish international cooperation in forestry, tree planting, and forest protection.
46. Organizing a forum dedicated to the International Day of Forests.




	Assigned Tasks (PF-90 Annex – Key Actions)
1. Development of the draft "Forest Code" of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
2. Development of a regulation on the Forest Agency 
3. Implementation of a "Green Belt" project around Tashkent 
4. Improvement of the organizational and management system of regional forestry enterprises 
5. Establishment of a Directorate for the Creation of Forests and Green Areas 
6. Granting the Forestry Research Institute authority to issue scientific opinions 
7. Development of amendments related to tree and shrub transplantation regulations 
8. Establishment of the Sokh State Forestry Enterprise 
👉 9. Specialization and revision of 18 forestry enterprises and establishment of seed systems (“science–project–practice”)
10. Approval of organizational and business plans of forestry enterprises 
11. Development of biennial forestry development roadmaps 
12. Increasing forest cover 
13. Establishment of water-saving irrigation systems 
14. Prevention of forest fires and violations 
👉 15–17. Seed production, seedling cultivation and large-scale afforestation and restoration activities
18. Establishment of protective forest plantations 
19. Afforestation in mountainous areas using terrace methods 
👉 20–25. Expansion of greenery, creation of parks, and large-scale restoration in the Aral Sea region
26. Increase in honey production in forestry 
👉 27. Development of infrastructure, laboratories and innovative production systems
28. Issuance of cadastral passports for forestry enterprises 
29. Establishment of medicinal plant plantations 
30. Establishment of certification laboratories 
31. Tree planting in border areas 
32. Budget allocation for international environmental commitments 
👉 33–35. Development of new technologies, GIS systems and pilot projects on degraded lands
👉 36–39. Capacity building, scientific training and human resource development
👉 40–43. Digitalization, data systems and national monitoring infrastructure
44. Organization of tree planting campaigns 
👉 45. Development of international cooperation
👉 46. Organization of a forum dedicated to the International Day of Forests



What we observe is not a set of isolated decisions. 
Presidential Decree PF-90 establishes the system and assigns institutional responsibilities, while projects such as RESILAND CA+—launched under PP-140—provide the financing and implementation capacity. Together, they form a fully integrated model linking policy, investment and field delivery.
My Current Involvement to Uzbekistan’s Works
At this point, allow me to briefly position my own engagement within this framework. Following an official invitation issued by Forestry Agency, I started my assignment on 22 December 2025 as an International Consultant under the RESILAND CA+ Project, focusing primarily on the design and development of modern forestry nursery systems. 
Shortly thereafter, through an official communication dated 29 December 2025, my responsibilities were further expanded. In addition to the technical work on nursery systems, I was requested to contribute to the review and enhancement of the Forest Code, as well as to analyze international best practices and support the preparation of implementation-oriented recommendations and roadmaps.
In this context, my contribution has gradually extended from technical design to also supporting policy alignment and system-level thinking, in line with the priorities defined under Presidential Decree PF-90 and implemented through the RESILAND CA+ programme.
My Professional Engagement in the Region
Since we are here for this International Forum, allow me to briefly place my current work in a broader regional context.
My involvement in the region dates back to 2013–2014, when I served as a consultant under the project “Capacity Building for Sustainable Management of Mountain Watersheds in Central Asia and the Caucasus (GCP/SEC/002/TUR)”, implemented by FAO.

https://www.fao.org/in-action/fao-turkey-partnership/projects/project-detail/en/c/1236317/
This early work focused on strengthening institutional capacities for sustainable land and watershed management across the region.
Building on this experience, I coordinated the preparation of the project titled “Restoration of Degraded Forest and Other Wooded Lands in Caucasus and Central Asia: Forest Restoration Improvement for ENvironmental Development and Sustainability (FRIENDS)” in 2019.

https://www.fao.org/turkiye/news/detail-news/en/c/1610431/

This initiative aimed to support countries in scaling up forest and landscape restoration efforts and laid the foundation for subsequent regional cooperation.
In 2021–2022, I worked as a Forestry Specialist for Central Asia and Team Leader for the development of the project documents for “Improving Biodiversity and Sustainable Forestry”, implemented within the FAO–Türkiye Forestry Partnership Programme. These projects focused on enhancing biodiversity conservation and promoting sustainable forestry practices across multiple countries in the region.
In 2023, I served as Team Coordinator for the development of “Guidelines on the Implementation of Nature-based Solutions (NbSs) to Combat the Negative Impacts of Climate Change on Forestry”,
prepared under the FAO Subregional Office for Central Asia.
https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/1dee30d4-2158-4235-a487-e72e42603b78

These guidelines translated global NbS concepts into practical, region-specific applications.
In parallel, I remained actively engaged in regional policy processes, including my participation in the 21st Session of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC 21), held in Samarkand in 2023.
In 2024, I contributed as Guidelines Designer to the document of “Ecosystem Restoration Guidelines for the Aral Sea Region”, developed in cooperation with FAO and UNDP.
https://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/news-archive/detail-news/en/c/1730753/

This work addressed one of the most complex restoration environments globally, linking ecosystem recovery with climate adaptation, livelihoods, and regional stability.
During 2024–2025, I served as a Forestry Expert on Regional Networking for the development of a regional network of forestry actors under the FAO Subregional Office for Central Asia.
In the same period (2024–2025), I also worked as Team Coordinator for the development of
“Regional Guidelines on Value Chain Development and Market Access for Non-Wood Forest Products (NWFPs) in South and Eastern Europe, Central Asia and the Caucasus”. 
https://www.ogm.gov.tr/muglaobm/haberler/uluslararasi-odun-disi-orman-urunleri-calistayi-fethiye%E2%80%99de-basladi
This work focused on strengthening value chains and market access for non-wood forest products which are really important for forest policy and implementation in Central Asia. 
In 2025, I coordinated a regional study visit to Samarkand and Kitob under the FAO–Türkiye Forestry Partnership Programme (FTFP) and the FRIENDS framework, supporting knowledge exchange and field-based learning.
Most recently, in 2025–2027, I am serving as a Senior Technical Expert for the preparation of a
“Regional Policy Brief on Forests and Food Security in Europe and Central Asia”, under FAO (ongoing).

RESILAND CA+
Against this background, my current engagement under the RESILAND CA+ Project in Uzbekistan represents a natural continuation of this work — now moving more directly into implementation, system design, and policy alignment at the national level.
👉 These experiences have provided me with a strong field-based understanding of the region, as well as familiarity with its ecological conditions, institutional structures, and ongoing reform processes.
👉 These experiences have given me a deep, field-based understanding of the region.
Within the RESILAND CA+ Project, my work has been structured around a comprehensive and multi-layered set of technical, policy, and operational deliverables supporting the design and development of modern forestry nursery systems.
The work was initiated with the preparation of the “Inception & Methodology – Work Plan & Action Plan,” which established the overall implementation approach and technical methodology. This provided a clear operational roadmap for subsequent activities.
To ensure full alignment with national priorities, I developed the report “Alignment of the RESILAND CA+ Nursery Programme with National Policies and the Uzbekistan–2030 Strategy.” This step was critical to ensure that nursery development is not treated as a standalone technical intervention, but as an integral component of the country’s broader green development and climate resilience agenda.
At the core of the work, I prepared the “RESILAND CA Nursery Framework (RNF),” which defines a standardized technical and institutional model for the design, upgrading, and operation of forest nurseries in Uzbekistan. This framework translates policy objectives into implementable technical standards and institutional arrangements.
To operationalize this framework, I developed the “Pre-Establishment Nursery Questionnaire (RESILAND CA+),” enabling systematic field data collection and evidence-based planning across different ecological and institutional contexts.
These technical and analytical components were complemented by a series of Activity Reports (Phases 1–4), which document field missions, stakeholder consultations, institutional coordination, and feasibility assessments across nine pilot nursery sites. This ensured that the proposed system is grounded in field realities and implementation constraints.
In parallel, I contributed to the policy and legal dimension of the forestry sector through the preparation of the report “Legal, Technical and Environmental Review of the Draft Forest Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan.” 
This work provides a comprehensive assessment of the existing legal framework and puts forward concrete, implementation-oriented recommendations aligned with international best practices. Its purpose is to support the development of a Forest Code that is not only legally sound, but also operationally effective and investment-ready.
At the international level, I prepared the “Information Note on the International Day of Forests (IDF),” which supports the organization of a high-level international forum in Uzbekistan and connects national forestry priorities with global policy discussions under the theme “Forests and Economies.”
Taken together, these outputs should not be seen as isolated reports. Rather, they form an integrated and coherent system that links:
· national policy and legal reform 
· technical design and operational standards 
· field-level implementation and pilot testing 
· data-driven planning and digital innovation 
· and international cooperation and knowledge exchange 
into a single framework for forest landscape restoration in Uzbekistan.
👉 The objective is not only to deliver individual outputs, but to support the transition from fragmented interventions toward a system-based, scalable, and sustainable model of forestry development.
In this context, and in light of the objectives of this International Forum, I would like to highlight three practical issues.
First, Uzbekistan has a significant and timely opportunity to position restoration projects within the framework of international carbon mechanisms, including both Emissions Trading Systems (ETS) and Voluntary Carbon Markets (VCM).
As highlighted in the FAO (2024) publication “Guidelines for Ecosystem Restoration for the Aral Sea Region: Integrating the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration, FAO Solutions, and Native Tree Species Conservation,” there is strong potential for Uzbekistan to further advance its efforts through the development of a national strategy and action plan for:
· the establishment of a National Emissions Trading System (ETS), and 
· the effective use of Voluntary Carbon Mechanisms (VCM) in relation to carbon sequestration. 
The same analysis suggests that ongoing efforts could be further strengthened through the gradual development of:
· a comprehensive national ETS framework, 
· a robust certification and verification system, and 
· increased alignment with internationally recognized voluntary standards such as Gold Standard, Verified Carbon Standard (VCS), and Plan Vivo. 
At the same time, alignment with globally recognized certification systems, including the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC), offers a valuable pathway to mobilize private sector engagement and enhance long-term sustainability.
In this context, restoration—particularly in areas such as the Aral Sea region—can be seen not only as an environmental priority, but also as an emerging investment opportunity.
When designed in line with international carbon and certification standards, such projects have the potential to evolve into investment-ready green assets, capable of attracting:
· climate finance, 
· private sector participation, and 
· long-term, diversified funding streams. 
In this sense, carbon-oriented restoration provides a practical pathway to complement existing financing models and gradually move toward a more resilient and diversified financial structure.
This approach is fully aligned with the core themes of this Forum, including:
· carbon balance, 
· carbon credit markets, 
· direct investment, and 
· green finance.

Second, the ongoing revision of the 2018 Forest Law, together with the implementation of the institutional reform agenda under Presidential Decree No. PF-90 (30 May 2025), represents a major opportunity to establish a modern, coherent, and future-oriented forestry system in Uzbekistan.
This process is not limited to legal revision alone. It reflects a broader and system-wide transformation, where policy, institutions, and implementation mechanisms are being aligned under the framework of the national “Green Space” initiative.
In this context, it is important not only to mobilize donor resources, but also to consolidate a governance and financing architecture that will enable the forestry system to operate effectively and sustainably over the long term.
As emphasized in the report “Legal, Technical and Environmental Review of the Draft Forest Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan” (12 January 2026), the new Forest Code is envisioned not as a narrow legal instrument, but as a comprehensive enabling framework that supports:
· long-term forestry investment, 
· sustainable resource management, and 
· institutional stability. 
The same analysis highlights the importance of further strengthening key implementation pillars, including:
· clear and predictable budgetary provisions, 
· robust financial impact assessments, 
· well-developed secondary legislation, and 
· practical and enforceable implementation arrangements, 
so that the legal framework becomes fully operational and results-oriented in practice.

Within the framework of PF-90, the establishment and empowerment of the Agency for Afforestation, Expansion of Green Areas and Combating Desertification is particularly noteworthy.
Through its comprehensive mandate, the Agency has been entrusted with a wide range of strategic responsibilities, including:
· the development of the draft Forest Code, 
· the preparation of the Agency’s regulatory framework, and 
· the modernization of the organizational and management systems of regional forestry enterprises. 
👉 Taken together, these reforms demonstrate that Uzbekistan is not only updating its policies, but actively rebuilding its forestry system on a new institutional foundation.
This creates a strong basis for ensuring that reforms are sustainable, scalable, and nationally owned.
At the same time, this transformation opens up a valuable opportunity to further strengthen the system’s long-term resilience through:
· transparent and predictable financing mechanisms, 
· economically viable forestry operations, 
· enhanced enterprise-level planning and management, 
· innovative instruments such as payments for ecosystem services, and 
· a stable and predictable legal environment for long-term investment. 
👉 In this sense, Uzbekistan is well-positioned to move from reform implementation toward system sustainability and investment readiness.
Therefore, the parallel advancement of legal reform and organizational strengthening is not only necessary, but also represents one of the key strengths of the country’s current transformation process.
Third, the issue of nursery and seed systems is not only important — it is fundamental to the success of the entire restoration agenda.
In fact, many of the forum’s key thematic areas — including:
· seed banks, 
· ecosystem restoration, 
· climate adaptation, 
· investment and green finance, 
· digital systems, and 
· regional cooperation 
all converge at this critical point.
This clearly demonstrates that nursery systems should not be viewed as a secondary or purely technical component.
👉 Rather, they represent the strategic production backbone of large-scale restoration efforts.
They determine:
· the quality and resilience of future forests, 
· the effectiveness of climate adaptation measures, and 
· the credibility and scalability of restoration investments. 
Without a modern, well-functioning, and regionally adapted nursery and seed system, even the most ambitious restoration targets risk remaining aspirational rather than fully implementable.
👉 In this sense, strengthening nursery systems is not simply a technical priority — it is a strategic investment in the long-term success, sustainability, and impact of national green development efforts.
RESILAND CA+ and the strategic role of nurseries
Within this context, I see the RESILAND CA+ Project as a major strategic opportunity for Uzbekistan.
This project is not just about restoration. It is about building a long-term, integrated and resilient landscape management system, fully aligned with Uzbekistan’s national priorities, including the Strategy “Uzbekistan – 2030”, the State Programme for its implementation, the “Yashil Makon” initiative, and Presidential Decree No. PF-90 dated 30 May 2025.
One of the cores of this system is the nine state forest nurseries.
Nurseries are not simple production units; they are strategic infrastructure. They determine the quality of future forests, the resilience of ecosystems, and the success of national afforestation programmes.
Under RESILAND CA+, these nurseries are being developed as a national-scale, climate-resilient seedling production network, supporting dryland restoration, agroforestry, windbreak systems, green belts, urban and peri-urban greening, and biodiversity restoration. This also directly contributes to Uzbekistan’s target of producing 200 million seedlings annually.
From policy to implementation, the process has been structured in a clear and sequential manner. First, policy alignment and analytical groundwork were established. This was followed by the development of technical frameworks and methodologies. Then field assessments and stakeholder consultations were conducted across different regions. Based on these findings, planning and investment-ready designs are being developed.
All stages of this work have been carried out in close coordination with national institutions, through continuous consultation with stakeholders, and in a transparent and collaborative manner. This ensures that the system being developed is not only technically sound, but also institutionally owned and practically implementable.
From a professional standpoint, nursery planning must be based on a minimum 50-year perspective, and effectively a 100-year vision. Forests live for decades. Climate conditions will change. Water resources will evolve. Socio-economic needs will shift. Therefore, short-term planning is not compatible with sustainable forestry.
Another critical dimension of this transformation is digitalization, which is already being translated into practice in the design and planning of nursery systems.
As reflected in the ongoing work and publicly available through the project platform, the planning and design of forest nurseries are being carried out using geospatially referenced, GIS-based and AI-supported approaches. These systems integrate:
· precise geographic coordinates, 
· GIS-based spatial analysis, 
· satellite and field data, and 
· nursery production planning tools, 
to ensure that nursery development is data-driven, site-specific, and climate-responsive.
👉 This represents a shift from conventional planning toward evidence-based and technology-enabled system design.
In practical terms, this approach enables:
· optimized site selection and nursery layout, 
· species suitability analysis based on ecological conditions, 
· climate risk assessment and adaptive planning, and 
· prioritization of restoration interventions at landscape scale. 

Importantly, this digital and data-driven approach is fully aligned with the institutional transformation agenda defined under Presidential Decree No. PF-90.
Several of the 46 assigned tasks directly support this transition, particularly those related to:
· the development of GIS-based mapping and monitoring systems, 
· the creation of interactive and digital forestry databases, 
· the strengthening of planning, reporting, and decision-support tools, and 
· the overall modernization and integration of the forestry information system. 
👉 In this sense, the digitalization of nursery planning is not an isolated technical innovation — it is an integral component of a broader, state-led system modernization process.

Taken together, these developments indicate that Uzbekistan is moving toward a forestry model that is not only policy-driven, but also data-driven, technology-enabled, and future-oriented.
Dear Colleagues, Dear Friends,
Despite facing arid and semi-arid conditions and the challenges of desertification, Uzbekistan also possesses a remarkable strategic advantage in its river systems and well-established irrigation infrastructure. This creates significant opportunities for agroforestry, shelterbelts, river and canal corridor planting, and large-scale landscape restoration. When approached with integrated and forward-looking planning, this is not only an asset — it is a transformational opportunity.
This transformation is being advanced through strong and effective partnerships. The contributions of the World Bank, FAO, UNDP, CAREC, and other international partners are deeply valuable. Importantly, these partnerships go beyond supporting individual projects — they are actively contributing to the development of a coherent and resilient system for green growth and landscape restoration.
At the same time, this progress is clearly underpinned by strong national vision and leadership.
I would like to express my sincere appreciation to His Excellency President Shavkat Mirziyoyev for his clear commitment to environmental sustainability and green development.
I would also like to extend my appreciation to H.E. Mr. Aziz Abdukhakimov, Advisor to the President on Environmental Issues and Chairman of the National Committee for Ecology and Climate Change, for his leadership and continued support in advancing this transformation.
I also wish to acknowledge the dedicated efforts of the the Agency for Afforestation, Expansion of Green Areas and Combating Desertification, and  to the RESILAND CA+ Project team for their excellent cooperation, technical dedication, and strong sense of partnership.
What is taking place in Uzbekistan today is not merely a forestry initiative.
It is a long-term transformation process — one that brings together policy, institutions, science, technology, field implementation, and regional cooperation into a single, coherent and forward-looking system.
With more than 35 years of professional experience in this field, I can say with confidence that I have rarely seen such a clear alignment between vision, policy, and implementation.
👉 I truly believe in the future of Uzbekistan.
I believe in its vision, its institutions, its people, and its capacity to deliver results.
A greener, more resilient, and more prosperous Uzbekistan is not only possible —
👉 it is already in the making.
I wish this Forum every success.
Thank you very much.
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