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Expert Group Meeting on Improving the Definition and Data of Forest Food
Concept Note

· Organizers: FAO and CIFOR-ICRAF
· Date: 25-26 May 2026 (2 days)
· Venue: Cuba Room (B224), FAO Headquarters, Rome (hybrid format)
Rationale
Clear and consistent terminology and classifications are essential to recognizing and quantifying the nutritional, ecological, and cultural value of foods originating from forested and related landscapes. Currently, terms that relate to forest foods including, wild foods, forest foods, Non-Wood Forest Products (NWFP), Non-Timber Forest Products (NTFP), are often used interchangeably, leading to confusion, inconsistent data collection, and limited policy uptake.

Harmonizing the definitions and classifications used to capture “forest foods” would improve communication on the topic and contribute to effective integration into policy frameworks, improve data, and support the transformation of food systems in line with global goals, including potential linkages with existing statistical frameworks such as food consumption data, agricultural statistics, and forest product classifications.
Objectives
Take stock of existing definitions, terminologies and classifications of forest foods at local, regional, and international levels and assess their advantages and disadvantages.
Convene an expert panel to explore options and key elements for a harmonized definition or classification of forest foods, and outline pathways for possible adoption.
Produce a consolidated background document to inform policy and technical discussions
Expected Deliverables and Results of the Expert Group
These deliverables aim to provide the statistical foundation for improved monitoring and reporting on the role of forest foods in food systems.
	Deliverable[footnoteRef:1] [1:  All the deliverables will prepared by CIFOR-ICRAF and FAO, and reviewed by the Expert Group] 

	Expected Result

	1) Literature review and gap analysis 
	Landscape of existing terms and classification systems/codes mapped; key inconsistencies and gaps identified

	2) Expert Group meeting report 

	Proposed definition options and key elements for classification, with rationale and recommendations for further development

	3) Consolidated technical background paper

	Technical background paper summarizing evidence and proposed approaches


Provisional Meeting Programme 
Day 1 – Monday, 25 May 2026
(Moderator: FAO)
09:30–10:00 – Opening remarks and Participatory introduction
· 9:30-9:35 (5 min) Opening Remarks, Mr Zhimin Wu, Director, Forestry Division, FAO
· [bookmark: x_x_x__MailAutoSig]9:35-9:40 (5 min) Welcome Remarks, Mr Jose Alejandro Rosero Moncayo, Office of the Chief Statistician and Director, FAO
· 9:40-9:45 (5 min) Keynote Remarks, Mr Robert Nasi, Director-General, CIFOR-ICRAF (virtual participation)
· 9:45-10:00 (15 min) Participatory introduction
10:00–10:45 – Presentation of the draft background paper: overview of existing definitions, classifications, and data gaps
· 10:00-10:15 (15 min) Background Paper presentation, Amy Icowitz, Senior Scientist, CIFOR-ICRAF
· 10:15-10:30 (15 min) FAO’s work on Non-wood forest products Definitions and Data, Sven Walter, Team Leader, Forestry Products and Statistics Team
· 10:30-10:45 (15 min) FRA’s experience, Anssi Pekkarinen, Team Leader, FRA Team 
10:45–11:00 – Coffee break
11:00–12:30 – Thematic presentations and discussions: nutritional, ecological, and economic dimensions of forest foods by region
(Representatives from AFOCO and ACTO may participate virtually depending on the time difference) 
· 11:00-11:15 (15 min) Global Overview, Charlie Shackleton, Professor, Department of Environmental Sciences, University of the Western Cape
· 11:15-11:30 (15 min) Asia, Ramnath Madhu, Forest Food Specialist, NTFP-Exchange Asia 11:30-11:45 (15 min) Africa, Bruno Bokoto de Semboli, Specialist in Participatory Forest Management and Planning, COMIFAC (virtual participation)
· 11:45-12:00 (15 min) Latin America (ACTO?) (virtual participation) or/ Michelle Jacob Professor, Department of Nutrition, Federal University of Rio Grande do Norte to cover this segment
· 12:00-12:15 (15 min) Europe (UNECE?) (virtual participation) or/ Ismail Belen to cover this segment
· 12:15-12:30 (15 min) Q&A Discussion
12:30–13:30 – Lunch break
13:30–15:00 – Interactive discussion: identifying gaps, challenges, and priorities for harmonization of forest food definitions
· 13:30-13:50 (20 min) Laura Van Rasmussen, Associate Professor, Department of Geosciences and Natural Resource Management, University of Copenhagen
· 13:50- 14:10 (20 min) Marko Lovric, Assistant Professor, Forest and Nature Conservation Policy, Wageningen University (virtual participation)
· 14:10-14:30 (20 min) Patrick Hurley, Professor and Chair, Environment and Sustainability, Ursinus College
· 14:30-15:00 (30 min) Q&A/Discussion
15:00–15:15 – Coffee break
15:15–16:45 – Country perspectives (TBC)
· 15:15-15:35 (20 min) China, Jie Chen, Team Lead, Research Institute of Forestry Policy and Information, Chinese Academy of Forestry (virtual participation)
· 15:35- 15:55 (20 min) Türkiye, Ismail Belen, Chief Inspector, General Directorate of Forestry of Türkiye 
· 15:55-16:15 (20 min) Brazil, Michelle Jacob, Professor, Department of Nutrition, Federal University of Rio Grande do Norte
· 16:15-16:35 (20 min) India, Setty Siddappa, Senior Fellow/Associate Professor, Centre Convenor, Rohini Nilekani Philanthropies Centre for Environment and Development
· 16:35-16:45 (10 min) Q&A/Discussion
16:45–17:00 – Wrap-up and synthesis of Day 1; plans for Day 2

Day 2 – Tuesday, 26 May 2026 (Detailed Programme to be developed further once the expert list is finalized)
(Moderator: CIFOR-ICRAF)
09:30–09:45 – Introduction to Day 2

09:45–11:15 – Session 1: Review and discussion of proposed definitions, including a 
minimum set of forest foods 


11:15–11:30 – Coffee break

11:30–12:30 – Session 2: Statistical definitions and applicability – scope, potential classification approaches, data collection considerations, and implications for monitoring and reporting 

12:30–13:30 – Lunch break

13:30–15:00 – Continuation: Presentation of draft definitions and consolidation of 
recommendations 

15:00–15:15 – Coffee break

15:15–16:45 – Next steps and follow-up actions 

16:45–17:00 – Closing remarks and summary

Participation[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  FAO Statistics Division is invited.] 

20–30 invited technical experts, representing:
Member state experts
Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF)
UN agencies and other relevant technical agencies
Regional organizations
Civil society stakeholders
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