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Excellencies, 
In my capacity as the Chair of the twenty-first session of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF21), I am pleased to brief the Council on the outcomes of UNFF21, held from 11 to 15 May 2026 at UNHQ in New York.
The session was held at a critical moment for forests, for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, and for multilateralism. Deforestation, forest degradation, wildfires, and insufficient means of implementation continue to threaten the existence of world’s forests, and well-being of billions of people.
 
UNFF21 adopted an omnibus resolution by consensus, strengthening action, cooperation and implementation on sustainable management of all types of forests. This resolution contains important provisions that guide the work of the Forum for the next two years. I would like to highlight the following provisions of this resolution. 
The Forum reaffirmed the urgent need to accelerate implementation of the UN Strategic Plan for Forests (UNSPF) 2030 and the achievement of its Global Forest Goals (GFGs). It welcomed the launch of the GFG Report 2026, and invited all Forum members to submit their voluntary national reports during the next cycle to contribute to the 2030 final assessment of implementation of the UNSPF and the achievement of the GFGs. 
The Forum highlighted the increasing threat of wildfires and invited its members and partners to support existing initiatives, such as the Global Fire Management Hub, and stressed the need for enhanced regional and international cooperation on integrated fire management, prevention, preparedness, response, post-disaster restoration and recovery.

The Forum recognized the potential of sustainable forest-based bioeconomy approaches, and invited Forum members, partners and stakeholders to consider implementation of the Vienna Call for Action in support of sustainable forest management and sustainable patterns of consumption and production.
The Forum welcomed global initiatives to halt and reverse deforestation and forest degradation by 2030, including the initiative of the Presidency of the thirtieth session of the Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change to advance a road map on this issue. The Forum also welcomed the adoption by the GA resolution 79/283 on the UN Decade for Afforestation and Reforestation in line with Sustainable Forest Management, 2027–2036. 
The Forum further encouraged technological collaboration, the use of innovative technologies, capacity building, and the exchange of best practices, knowledge and expertise on sustainable forest management among members. It also recognized the urgent need for new and additional financing from all sources. It took note with appreciation of the launch of the Tropical Forest Forever Facility as an innovative global forest financing initiative, welcomed the support provided by the Global Forest Financing Facilitation Network, and emphasized the importance of the Forum’s Clearing House on Forest Financing in improving access to data, knowledge and information on forest finance.

The Forum members also agreed to hold regular virtual informal consultation during the period between UNFF21 and twenty third sessions of the Forum (UNFF23) to explore, inter alia, the type of activities, events, thematic priorities, cooperation modalities and background documents required for the final review of the effectiveness of the International Arrangement on Forests in 2030, and requested its Secretariat to propose a plan for consideration and decision to UNFF23. The omnibus resolution reaffirmed the Forum’s role as the only universal intergovernmental body within the UN system solely dedicated to forests. 

Finally, building on the Forum’s previously submitted input to the 2026 High-level Political Forum (HLPF), the Forum’s input to the 2027 HLPF emphasized that forests and sustainable forest management are central to all five SDGs under in-depth review in 2027. The in-depth review of SDG15 on life on land at the 2027 HLPF will provide a timely political opportunity to place forests at the center of accelerated action for sustainable development.

Under the guidance of the Council, the UN Forum on Forests remains fully committed advancing coherence, synergy and implementation of forest-related goals and objectives across and beyond the UN system. 

Thank you.
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